
‘Aquadelique' is an album of abstract electronics, designed to be listened to in a semi-sumbmersed state, 
where sounds are typically felt through the body rather than the ears and sound travels four times faster than it 
does in the air.

Joel Cahen has been playing his mutating strand of abstract electronica through a multi-channel system at 
Wet Sounds usually consisting of three stereo systems above the water surface and one under the water 
surface.

Now, some of this music has been released for the first time for listening in the dry. The album Aquadelique, 
released on Adaadat Records consists of seven tracks that are stereo mixdowns of the multichannel work.

ADA0055 - 12” Vinyl (Limited to 300 copies) & CD (Limited to 100 copies)

/ JOEL CAHEN
In addition to Wet Sounds, Cahen is also known for organising multi-disciplinary art events including Scrap Club (public 
Destructivist activity),Cacophony (multichannel sound in libraries) and Interzone Theatre (augmented reality theatre).  
 
Cahen has been active in London since 1998 sometimes operating under the moniker Newtoy. His music has been 
released on various record labels including; HAK Lo-Fi Record, Earsheltering and Le Colibri Nécrophile. Cahen performed 
in the noise group The Black Poodle alongside Amir Shoat and Benedict Wallers. Cahen also presented a regular weekly 
radio show on Resonance FM from 2005-2016 playing live experimental mash-ups and Cacophonies.  
 
Cahen's work has been exhibited/performed across Europe, Australia and North America at ISEA, AV Festival, All 
Tomorrows Parties, The Whitechapel Art Gallery, Tate Britain, Ultima Festival, Helsinki Festival, Elektroni(k) and Red Bull 
Music Academy. And most recently an award winning show at the 2018 Adelaide Fringe. 

www.newtoy.org, 
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UNDERWATER MUSIC AT SWIMMING POOLS
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Nearest tube: Shadwell
Doors: 18:45
In the water: 19:15

SHEFFIELD 14TH OCT
HEELEY POOL
Broadfield Rd, Sheffield S8 0XQ
/AS PART OF NO BOUNDS FESTIVAL

http://noboundsfestival.co.uk/
http://noboundsfestival.co.uk/
http://www.adaadat.co.uk/joelcahen/
https://www.adaadat.co.uk/#joelcahen
http://www.joelcahen.wordpress.com
http://1094753547.test.prositehosting.co.uk/wetsounds/news.html
http://www.scrapclub.co.uk/
https://www.newtoy.org/cacophony
http://www.interzonetheatre.com/
https://www.newtoy.org/
https://www.discogs.com/label/67622-HAK-Lo-Fi-Record
https://www.discogs.com/label/45930-Earsheltering
https://www.discogs.com/label/80537-Le-Colibri-N%25C3%25A9crophile
https://www.discogs.com/artist/5767013-The-Black-Poodle
https://www.discogs.com/artist/775338-Amir-Shoat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Wallers
https://resonancefm.com/
https://joelcahen.wordpress.com/cacophonic
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-02/underwater-adelaide-fringe-show-wet-sounds-immerses-audience/9503476
https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/wet-sounds-af2018
http://www.newtoy.org


/ WET SOUNDS
Wet Sounds is a sound installation in a swimming pool, using underwater and over water speakers, as well as lighting and 
sometimes performance art and video art, to immerse the audience in a unique experience of public space and an 
unparalleled listening experience. In Wet Sounds the usual spatial perceptions collapse with the two sound spaces 
created above and below the water surface. The water surface acts not only as a sound barrier but also as a threshold to 
a different experience of space, private and public, external and internal. It is an erosion of spatial orientation evoking 
contradictory sensations of proximity, distance and intimacy.

Above the surface, the audience member experiences the resonance of the swimming pool and an unusual shared 
dynamic environment with the public in a leisure and sports facility.  There are sounds swirling above in the resonance of 
the ceiling, and sounds that are close, defined and direct. In effect, three sound systems in vertical alignment, pool 
architecture permitting.

Underwater, despite being in a public space, the audience member feels the intimacy of the womb-like environment 
maintained by the weightlessness of the body in water and the special immersive properties of sound in water. Sound 
travels 4.5 times quicker in water than in air. Here, like in the womb, sound is perceived by bone conduction, by the inner 
ear, giving the impression of it being produced inside the listener’s head rather than through speakers. This space of the 
personal and intimate within the public realm is ephemeral, as long as a breath of air. Bracketed by biological limitations, 
it interrogates the fleeting moments of personal introspection and the surreal realm of the intimate fantastical.

Wet Sounds creates oppositional fields of meaning, accentuating the psychic border between the public and social space 
and the interior subjective space of the listener. The listener’s freedom of movement between the two spaces disturbs the 
boundary between reality and fiction at odds with the known utility and architecture of the swimming pool. The listener’s 
gestures and movement are therefore an auto-compositional acts, which in themselves, become the focus of the 
experience.

Previous installations. A decade has passed from the first summer tour of Wet Sounds in the UK in 2008. Since 
then, Wet Sounds toured the UK three more times and internationally in Scandinavia, France, Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Belgium and Greece. Performing at festivals such as Red Bull Music Academy, Helsinki Festival, All Tomorrows 
Parties, it has also won an award following five sell out shows at the Adelaide Fringe in 2018.

Numerous artists have had their music played at Wet Sounds or have been commissioned to play live at it, such as 
Pierre Henry, premiering his work Analogy, Nurse With Wound, Cluster, Zoviet:France, Z’ev, Graham Bowers, 
Dopplereffekt and many more.

Previous PRESS 
BBC TV, Australian national TV, French national TV 

"I hear a faint sound and then a loud noise hits me and makes my legs 
vibrate. It sounds like someone playing a triangle over and over. As I keep 
swimming along underwater, the sound - booming out …grows and 
envelops me. It's astonishingly immediate, inescapable, and faintly 
perplexing." Carlene Thomas-Bailey (The Guardian)   
 
"Joel Cahen has created a display for all the senses. The sound waves mix 
with the water waves and float on into your submerged ears. Just as 
swimming is a full-body exercise, underwater sound is a full-body 
experience as well, with the sound waves taking on a different character 
and taking over your body and your mind." Casey Van Wensem (Amelias Magazine)   
 
"The simple and relatively easily realised idea of an underwater sound 
gallery and concert succeeds in truly making the audience active 
participants - not aware of all the enviromental sound, but eagerly 
anticipating and enjoying it." Lisa Blanning (The Wire)   
 
"'Like being in the womb' is how one listener described the experience of 
being at Wet Sounds" Simon Duff (Pro Sound News Europe)  
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